EVENT OVERVIEW
On New Year’s Eve, Canberrans will be invited to picnic along the shores of Lake Burley
Griffin from 6pm and enjoy a family and community evening, bringing in the New Year
with spectacular fireworks displays at 9pm and midnight.
The fireworks barges will be located in the central, west and east basins. The location of the
synchronised displays across the lake will allow for maximum viewing opportunities and will
reduce crowding, while the two separate shows will cater for a wide audience including
families with children.
We are engaging local buskers and street performers to entertain the crowds and create a
festive atmosphere at various sites on the lake foreshore.
The event is expected to be a welcoming, relaxed, and celebratory evening that creates a ‘New
Year’s Eve Moment’ of celebration, connection, and joy for families and the broader Canberra
community after an extended year of challenges.

WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR
Events ACT is seeking Expressions of Interest from performing artists including musicians, circus
performers, dancers, puppeteers, and other buskers that:
•
•
•
•
•

Can perform as ‘street’ performers or roving performers in the parks surrounding the central
basin of Lake Burley Griffin
Can perform an approximately 45 minute set between the hours of 6pm and 9pm. Shorter sets
may be repeated to fill the set time, depending on the nature of the performance
Have work that is suitable for a laid-back, family friendly event
Have work that can be performed with COVID safety in mind i.e. can maintain physical
distance from audiences
Can perform with minimal infrastructure or amplification (see specifications for further
details).

Performers from diverse, cultural, gender, ability, LGBTQI and artistic backgrounds are encouraged to
apply.
After a challenging year for the arts sector, this is an exciting opportunity to showcase Canberra’s
brilliantly diverse, eclectic, and talented performing artists.

SPECIFICATIONS
Location:
•
Performers will be provided a designated area around the central basin of Lake Burley Griffin.
Set-up:
•
New Year’s Eve is an open, self-managed event, with no contained site and minimal infrastructure.
Performing artists are asked to perform with an open-air street performance set-up, meaning:
• There are no stages or lighting (with the exception of street lighting).
•
•
•
•

•
•

There is no mains power access.
If you require amplification, you will need to provide your own battery-powered portable amp.
Sound levels will need to remain below a 1 metre sound level of 81 dB LAeq 1 min or at a
reasonable level, depending on the levels of ambient noise and sound carry between performers.
There may not be direct vehicle access to your performance location, so you may need to be able
to walk a reasonable distance with any musical instruments or equipment that you have
(accommodations may be possible for performers with disabilities).
You will need to be primarily self-managed. Performers are responsible for their own set-up and
pack-down.
Your arrival will be self-managed. There will be performer liaison staff on site available by phone,
but they may not be in close proximity to every performer at all times. There will be roving security
and first aid on site.

SPECIFICATIONS
Fee:
• Performers will receive a flat fee of $300 per person for their set, at a cap of $900 for bands
and groups.
ABN:
• It is preferred that performers have a registered ABN or ACN to be able to process fee
payment, however this is not essential.
Insurance:
• Performers will need to provide evidence of having Public Liability Insurance if this is
available to you. However, this is not essential.
Age limit:
• This opportunity is available to people over the age of 18.

SPECIFICATIONS
Work Health and Safety:
•
Performers will be asked to complete a Work Health and Safety induction and a risk assessment for their
activities prior to the event (a template will be provided).
•
All electrical equipment must meet relevant Australian Safety standards and be inspected, tested and
tagged by a certified person in accordance with AS/NZS 3760 - In-service safety inspection and testing of
electrical equipment. Any electrical leads must be commercially rated (normally coloured red, orange
etc. with a thickness of 2.5 mm and can come with 10-, 15- or 20- amp adapters. Domestic leads,
generally thin, white cords are not permitted).
•
Performers will be required to provide a list of electrical items to be use that includes the test/tag
number and expiry date for each electrical item and lead. Events ACT may review this list against items
you bring to site.
COVID Safety:
•
Events ACT will be responsible for securing an Event Exemption from ACT Health. There will be a
detailed COVID Safety plan which will be provided to performers prior to the event.
•
As part of that plan, performers are responsible for ensuring they comply with the requirements it
outlines as well as all current public health directions. As part of the application process, performers will
be asked to outline how they will maintain COVID safety during their performance. and adhere to
current public health directions. Review the current Covid Safety Behaviours from ACT Health for more
information. COVID compliance officers may be inspecting the event.

HOW TO APPLY
To submit an Expression of Interest, please submit the following documents,
via this online form.
An artist or group bio.
An outline of what you would
perform for a 45-minute set.
An example of previous work

(this could be attached as a file or
provided as a link to a website,
Bandcamp, Soundcloud, Spotify,
YouTube, Vimeo, or similar page).

An outline of how you will
maintain COVID safety during
your performance.
Review the current Covid Safety
Behaviours from ACT Health for
reference.

If you are a band or group,
please specify the number of
people in your group.

SELECTION CRITERIA
Applications will be assessed against the following criteria:

1

Suitability for a laid-back family friendly picnic setting.

2

Ability to perform with an open-air street performance set-up.

3

The ability to deliver quality work for a 45-minute set.

4

Ability to be delivered in a COVID safe manner including maintaining physical
distance from the audience.

Please know that if your application is unsuccessful for this specific event, your details will
be kept for consideration for other events produced by Events ACT throughout the year.

APPLICATION TIMELINE

Applications
open
November 12
2021

Applications
close
November 21
2021

Applicants
notified
November 26
2021

Event
December 31
2021

SUBMIT APPLICATION

CLICK HERE
to begin application
Or visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NYECBR_Entertainment

If you have any questions, please email entertainment@act.gov.au

